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Company OOO “SENEG-preparaty” applied to the Commission for Forest Management Standards of the Technical Committee of the National Working Group FSC with a request to assess agent “SENEG INSA” against compliance with the requirements of Criterion 6.6 of the National FSC FM Standard for Russia.

The purpose of the assessment is to provide an expert opinion of the National Working Group concerning presence or absence of chemical agents prohibited for use in certified forest areas in the composition of the product above and to receive recommendations on the use of the product above by the FSC certificate holders.

The assessment was made solely on the basis of documents submitted by the manufacturer. No independent studies of the chemical composition of the agent were carried out. The responsibility for the accuracy and completeness of the materials submitted is with the manufacturer-supplier of “SENEG INSA" -  company OOO "SENEG-preparaty".
Company OOO "SENEG-preparaty" has been informed that, in case of change of the composition of agent “SENEG INSA", it must notify the Technical Committee of the NWG in writing within three working days. If it is necessary to prolog the period of validity of the Expert Opinion, the company must submit to the Technical Committee of the NWG information about changes in the composition of the agent.

This Opinion is an official document of the National Working Group Russia for Voluntary Forest Certification and will be posted on the website www.fsc.ru Documents National Working Group, and a summary of this issue will appear in a regular monthly FSC newsletter and in the quarterly newsletter of the Forest Stewardship Council Russia.

The manufacturer presented to the Technical Committee of the NWG the following documents:

1. Material Safety Data Sheet for wood protection agent “SENEG INSA” on 6 sheets as amended on April 14, 2010 (draft 2.00).

2. Conformity Certificate for wood protection agents “SENEG INSA” No. РОСС RU  АЯ12. НО4919, valid from 25.12.2007 to 25.12.2010.

3. Sanitary-Epidemiological Certificate for wood protection agents “SENEG INSA”, No. 77.01.03.238.П.050604.07.07 dated 09.07.2007 (valid until 18.06.2012).
4. Guidelines for the use of agent РП 2389-018-18796270-2007-01 – Wood protection agent “SENEG INSA” ТУ 2389-018-18796270-2007, 2007, attached to the 6 liter package.
5. 2 liter package sticker.
Agent “SENEG INSA” is intended for protection of wood (of sawn timber and round wood, wooden ware and constructions in- and outdoors) against wood coloring and mold fungi; destructive pest. The agent is applied on the surface of wood by brush, roller or spray. Prior to use it shall be diluted with water to 5-10% concentration.  The consumption of the prepared fluid depending on the purpose of treatment (prevention or pest-fighting measures) and the conditions of usage is 15-300 g/m2. 

The agent contains the following active components:
· 3-iodo-2-propinyl-butylcarbamate (IPBC) (CAS No. 55406-53-6);

· Thiacloprid (CAS No. 111988-49-9).

The content of active components in the product is less than 1%. The agent is low-hazardous, the Hazard Class 4 according to GOST 12.1.007 is determined by calculation by the method of GOST 28815 with regard to the toxicity level and the rate of dilution of each component. The product is noncombustible, fire- and explosion-proof. The agent is harmful to aquatic organisms. 
Conclusion:

1) The comparative analysis carried out by the expert of the Technical Committee of the NWG showed that judging upon the toxicological and ecological parameters of the active components of “SENEG INSA” reported in the Material Safety Data Sheet (sections 11, 12) these components do not belong to the “high-hazard” category as defined by the FSC Criteria (FSC Pesticides Policy: Guidance on Implementation  - FSC-GUI-30-001 Ver. 2-0 En, may, 5, 2007, Annex I).

2) As ascertained by the expert of the Technical Committee of the NWG, the active components of agent “SENEG INSA” are not on the list of “highly hazardous”  substances acc. to the guidelines of FSC (FSC Pesticides Policy: Guidance on Implementation  - FSC-GUI-30-001 Ver. 2-0 En, may, 5, 2007, Annex IIa) and thus no special permission (derogation) by FSC shall be obtained for the agent to be used in certified forests and/or by FSC-certified companies (FSC Procedure: Processing Pesticide Derogation Applications – FSC-PRO-01-004 (V2-2) En). In addition, these components are not included in the Group 1A and 1B on the WHO classification and are not prohibited by international agreements and conventions.
Recommendations:
1) With regard to Criterion 6.6 of the National FSC FM Standard for Russia prescribing the preemptive use of "non-chemical" methods of pest control, it should be noted that effective alternative (“non-chemical”) methods for protecting wood against wood coloring and mold fungi and destructive pest are either absent or not applicable. Thus, the use of agent "SENEG INSA" not containing "high hazard" active components is fully reasonable and appropriate in terms of the FSC criteria, provided that all restrictions and safety measures are observed (FSC Pesticides Policy (2005) - FSC-POL-30-001; FSC Pesticides Policy: Guidance on Implementation  - FSC-GUI-30-001 Ver. 2-0 En, May, 5, 2007).
2) The use of agent "SENEG INSA" for protection of freshly harvested timber against insects and pest at logging sites and upper landings (i.e., on forest lands or in the forestry sector) should be further guided by the Federal Law No. 109-ФЗ of 19.07.1997 "On the safe handling of pesticides and agrochemicals”, as well as the Forestry Code of the RF: No. 200-ФЗ of 04.12.2006. In such cases, the state registration by Rosselkhoznadzor (Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance) and the inclusion into the "State Register of Pesticides and Agrochemicals Permitted for Use on the Territory of the RF”, which is maintained by the Minselkhoz (Ministry of Agriculture of Russia), are required. The use of toxic chemical substances, including agent "SENEG INSA" is not allowed in forests located on lands of specially protected natural areas, in water protection zones, green zones and recreational forests (Forestry Code of the RF, No. 200-ФЗ of 04.12.2006, sections 103, 104, 105). If agent "SENEG INSA" is used outside the forest fund, its state registration is not required and it can be used by certified companies without obtaining a special permission (derogation) of FSC.

3) Storing, transporting and application of agent "SENEG INSA" shall comply with all safety provisions (as specified in: Material Safety Data Sheet for wood protection agent “SENEG INSA” on 6 sheets as amended on April 14, 2010 (draft 2.00); Guidelines for the use of agent РП 2389-018-18796270-2007-01 – Wood protection agent “SENEG INSA” ТУ 2389-018-18796270-2007, 2007, attached to the 6 liter package). Personal protective equipment: respirators, safety goggles, rubber gloves, boots, working clothes made of cotton or polyester. When handling the agent, especially by spraying, inhalation of vapors and droplets of the agent by personnel, as well as contact with the exposed parts of the body must be prevented.  Prevent passage of the agent into soil and streams, as well as into the water pipe and sewer.
This Opinion is valid until December 31, 2012, or until any change in the chemical composition of agent “SENEG INSA” is made.
